Once when Agastya was worshipping Lord Siva he he^rd
a heavenly voice thus ;-

"This part of the country has no river. It is like a
brahmin without knowledge and wigdom. It is as a night with-
out moonlight. For the good of the people here create a river.
YOU will be rid of your sins also,^ Agastya finished his puja
and thought over the voice he heard. He sent for other sages in
the Ashram and told them about it. All the other sages impre-
ssed on him the need for a water source in the area. Agastya
made great penance and carried it on without minding any,
obstacle. The entire world shivered. Unable to bear the inten-
sity of the penance Gods approached Brahma for protectiono

The four-headed Lord rushed to Agastya and asked him to speak
out his ambition.

"This country is without a river. My heart melts at the
plight of the people. My Lord, be pleased to bless the country
with a big river" prayed Agastya. Brahma, then thought of the
holy river Ganga. In a moment the celestial river manifested
h^self before him with folded hands. Brahma instructed her to
provide the land with water as desired by Agastya. Ganga then
created a river with celestial splendour. "This is the river sprung
from a part of mine. It will fulfil your desires" she declared.,

Agastya directed the new river to follow the course to
be marked by him. The river obeyed. Indra, other Gods and
angels showered flowers on the sage. The natives of the area
exclaimed : "the waters of this river are like nectar."

"This river, brought by Agastya, is like gold to this
land. So, it shall be called Suvarnamukhi. It deserves to be
worshipped" praised Vayu. Agastya's joy'knew no bounds. The
^ver runs through thick forests and lofty mountains. Its waters